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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 2, Issue 4 
Developing A Sense of Place 
     Students in ENVS 101, 
Introduction to Environmental Studies, 
discovered a little bit more about 
Spartanburg during the lab session 
September 21st.  Following a 
historical introduction by Wofford 
archivist, Dr. Phillip Stone, we 
walked through the city to 
encounter the Montgomery 
Building, Chapman Cultural 
Center, and the Denny’s skyscraper 
and plaza, then stopped in to the 
offices of Upstate Forever for a 
conversation with Shelley Robbins.  
Robbins focused on sustainable 
communities, clean air initiatives, 
and landfill issues after providing 
an overview of the organization’s 
land conservation initiatives.  She 
emphasized the importance of 
learning about the issues and 
speaking to local and state officials. 
     After a discussion in Morgan 
Square about Spartanburg’s 
rejuvenation, we stopped into the 
Hub City Community Bookstore 
where Betsy Teter, executive director 
of the Hub City Writer’s Project and 
Press, educated us about the role of 
the unique non-profit bookstore in 
supporting regional writers and 
providing a center of activity for 
engaging readers.  Next we visited 
Hub-Bub, where the four artists-in-
residence (AiRs), having moved to 
Spartanburg from all over the country 
to spend 11 months, talked with us 
about their art, encounters with the 
Spartanburg community, and ideas 
for the future.  Finally we returned to 
campus by way of the old City 
Cemetery, where Dr. Stone regaled 
us with stories about some of the 
“residents” as we viewed the new 
VCOM campus and old Spartan 
Mills smokestack in the background. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fierce Green Fire Group 
Interest Meeting 
Tuesday, October 4th 
7:00pm 
Olin 210 
An Excerpt From Laura Barbas 
Rhoden’s Assocation for the Study 
of Literature & Environment blog: 
“Last Sunday morning found me 
elbow-deep in the consequences of my 
agricultural excess.  I stood at my sink, 
blanching peaches and washing 
scuppernongs and muscadine grapes.  
Poet and colleague John Lane had 
extended an invitation to Wofford 
faculty and friends to visit the Goodall 
Environmental Studies Center garden 
and pick the native grapes.  And pick 
we did, listening to the water of the 
Lawson’s Fork Creek flow over the 
Glendale Shoals just yards from the 
vineyard.”   
To read the rest of her blog, go to 
http://www.aslediversity.org/ 
ENVS 101 students learn 
about local history on a 
walking tour of downtown 
Spartanburg guided by Dr. 
Phillip Stone. 
ENVS 101 students converse 
with the HUB-BUB Artists in 
Residence. 
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
GRAD SCHOOL PROFILE: 
University of South Carolina – Environment and Sustainability Program 
 
    The Environment and Sustainability program at 
the University of South Carolina offers the Master 
of Earth and Environmental Resource 
Management (MEERM) degree for graduate 
students interested in management positions in 
earth resources or environmental resources. 
    MEERM offers these graduate students the 
opportunity to create individualized programs 
based on their own interests and goals. 
    The school’s website quotes, “To ensure a truly 
interdisciplinary education, at least one third of the 
student’s coursework must be in earth and environmental 
resources and on third in management, finance and 
economics, with no more than 50 percent in either field.”  
This gives students the flexibility to create their own 
individualized degree within a structured program. 
    In cooperation with the USC School of Law, the 
Environment and Sustainability program also offers 
a JD-MEERM duel degree. 
    For more information on the University of South 
Carolina’s MEERM degree, visit 
http://www.environ.sc.edu/graduate 
 October 8th iRecycle Half Marathon/5K Run:  Starts at 8:00 am in front of the S. Pine Street 
YMCA.  Register online at http://go-greenevents.com/event/id/241.  Visit their 
website at http://www.irecycledoyou.net/ for a race map and more information. 
  
October 17th Natural Science Seminar Series: USC Upstate will host this series at 5:00pm in Tukey 
Theater.  Tonight’s topic is Alternative Winter Strategies in Migratory Songbirds by 
Eastern Kentucky University professor, Dr. David Brown. 
Career Resources  
http://ncseonline.org/CampusToCareers/ 
http://www.naaee.net/ 
 
 
City of Spartanburg’s International Festival:  Enjoy food, entertainment, and 
shopping in Barnet Park, 11:00am-7:00pm. 
October 1st 
Black Science Annex Courtyard: Your help is needed in the courtyard of the 
Environmental Studies Department.   Please come by any time and pull some weeds 
in the garden (especially the brick patio).  Thanks! 
  
Each Saturday in 
September & 
October  
Hub City Farmer’s Market: Each Saturday, 8:00am-noon, located at the Magnolia 
Street Train Depot (just 2 blocks from campus).  Shop for locally grown, seasonal 
fruits and vegetables, and much more.  Visit www.hubcityfm.org. 
 
  
Spartanburg B-cycle: Partners for Active Living has set up new self-service bike rental 
stations (B-stations) on the Rail Trail and in Morgan Square.  Rent a bike for as little 
as $5/24 hours. See their website for additional membership options, www.active-
living.org.   
 October 9th AASHE Student Summit: Learn how to create a sustainable future for your campus 
with keynote speaker, Bill McKibben. The summit will take place in Pittsburg, PA 
from 8:30am-4:30pm. Deadline to register: September 30th.  To learn more about the 
summit visit, http://online.nwf.org/site/R?i=Sq-qIMbjIrO1-vq6kMnehw 
 
 Ongoing 
There are still some grapes left in the Glendale garden:  Enter the Glendale garden 
through the gate and make sure to close the gate when you leave. 
